University of Johannesburg and Ben-Gurion University campaign
 
In early 2010 a number of University of Johannesburg (UJ) staff and students called on their university to end its apartheid-era relationship with Israel’s Ben-Gurion University (BGU). 
 
The call for ending of relations has since been supported by a petition of more than 350 prominent South African academics, including: Kader Asmal, Breyten Breytenbach, Antjie Krog, Mahmood Mamdani, Barney Pityana and Archbishop Desmond Tutu. Significantly, the petition was endorsed by Vice-Chancellors from three other SA universities (Rhodes, UNISA and NMMU) and a former VC of Durban University of Technology. Furthermore, support has come from trade unions, civil society organizations and student bodies around the country, including COSATU, NEHAWU, University of Johannesburg SRC and other groups.
The UJ Petition has been hailed by Palestinian civil society as a “breakthrough” and “historic moment” in the movement to end Israeli oppression. The petition is a landmark in the movement to denormalise the “business-as-usual” approach to Israeli institutions that are complicit in the occupation and/or who refuse to condemn the oppression of Palestinians and the dispossession of their land.
 
On 29th September 2010, UJ’s Senate decided not to continue its relationship with BGU in its present form. This decision was captured in a document called the Senate Resolution. The decision was based on the following grounds:
·         there is significant evidence that BGU has research and other engagements that supports the military and armed forces of Israel, in particular in its occupation of Gaza; 
·         as a university embedded in a highly militarized Israeli society, BGU’s obligation to implement state policies, and its research and other relationships with the Israeli armed forces has a significant impact on the society, and therefore on the continued subjugation of the Palestinian population in Israel;
·         Guided by the principle of “solidarity with any oppressed population”, UJ set conditions on the agreement to be fulfilled by the end of March 2011, failing which relations between the two institutions will terminate automatically. Two of the conditions include:
a)    finding Palestinian university to be a third partner to current UJ-BGU agreement; and
b)    an assurance that projects flowing from the agreement will not entail any activity, including teaching and research, which has direct or indirect military implications or contributes to the abuse of human rights.
 
In early Feb 2011 a UJ delegation went to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories. The UJ delegation returned with a Scenario Document that has six scenarios/outcomes for UJ’s Senate to consider at its next meeting on the 23rd of March 2011. Some of these scenarios seriously backtrack on the earlier UJ Senate Resolution. Palestinian Universities have overwhelmingly rejected all of these options with one exception – the termination of the agreement with Ben-Gurion University. They have insisted that this view comes from a deep and principled position - similar to the position of no ‘normal relations’ with apartheid-supporting institutions in yesterday’s South Africa. 
 
However, we have recently learnt that there are desperate last minute attempts to salvage the UJ-BGU relationship.
We really need to increase efforts on our end. In the run up to the final decision we are trying to build as much support as we can. 
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