Report from Bengal Studies Conference:

 “Conflict-ridden politics holds Bangladesh back” 


A ”conflict-ridden” political leadership holds Bangladesh back from reaping the immense potential it has, speakers observed on the second day of the 37th Bengal Studies Conference held in Dhaka on 5th of January 2005.
   ”The country has enormous possibilities although the leadership is yet to realise it. The politicians and the bureaucrats are powerful here, not the people. The people are powerful only before elections,” said Professor Ataur Rahman, president of the Bangladesh Political Science Association. “Governments cannot deliver what they want as the bureaucracy is very inefficient, said Ataur, chairing one of six sessions on the second day of the three-day conference taking place at the Stamford University in Dhaka”. He said Bangladesh was, however, in a process of change as there were huge stimuli for development. ”We should not confine us as ”prisoner of history” and we would lose democracy if we can not manage the dilemma.”

 “Nation should reshape its vision”, said Prof Muhammad Yunus. Professor Yunus, founder and managing director of the Grameen Bank, believes that the nation should reshape its vision to get rid of poverty by 2030. ”We must have powerful imagination to reshape the destiny of the nation as completely free from poverty by 2030,” Yunus said while addressing the inaugural session. ”Poor people are like bonsai human being as society does not allow them to unleash their limitlessness,” he said. ”They [poor] never find out what they really are.”
   Yunus said the challenge to the nation is to give ”our imagination” a shape. ”We should write a scientific fiction on the theme ”Make Bangladesh poverty free by the year 2030 and work to create it,” he said.”Show your creativity and turn a hub of poverty to a poverty free society,” he told the scholars participating in the conference. ”The nation must get rid of those elements that contributed poverty in the society,” he said. ”Poverty does not allow people to enjoy human dignity. If we fail, other kind of fiction, a horror one, will be written as other people will take the challenge,” he warned. Yunus said poverty was not created by the poor people. ”It is created by the theoretical structure and existing institutions of the society,” he said.
   Terming glories achieved by the nation as ”building blocks,” Yunus called to ”build a structure of glories rather than telling the same story again and again.We will fall back if we continue to repeat our old glorious stories only and let rest of the world continues to proceed,” he warned. ”We will have to create new glories. We should be ahead of the rest of the world as it is moving fast,” Yunus said.
   “Micro credit is no solution to all problems,” said Zafrullah Chowdhury. Criticising the slow pace of poverty alleviation programmes, Dr Zafrullah Chowdhury of GK, said that ”micro credit is not the solution to all problems. We are yet to win over Monga (a famine-like situation in some northern districts) although plenty of NGOs have been providing micro credit on their own way,” he said. ”The country suffers much as the lending agencies make unwanted pressure on various issues,”he said. “Once Bangladesh had been considered a “difficult country” by the western countries. Nowadays, many people of those countries have been in a race to come to the country to work for the lending agencies.”
   He also put out a call to win over conflict between two main political parties, centralised power structure and bureaucratic system, which were creating hindrances on the way to poverty elimination.

